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Dear Reader,
 
The 4 December meeting marks the final CULT meeting of 2019 and the end
of my first six months in the chair. I already said in September how honoured
I feel to have gained the confidence of my colleagues in the committee and I
would like to thank them again, both for their support and for their hard work
in the first six months. The new committee has got straight to work. There
have been intensive negotiations on the three MFF files for which the CULT
Committee is responsible – Erasmus+, Creative Europe and the European
Solidarity Corps. Talks continue of course, but I can already assure you that

our committee is determined to secure funding that matches the high level of ambition so that the programmes offer more
opportunities to more people and reach out in particular to people with fewer opportunities.
 
The autumn period was taken up above all else by the hearings of the new Commissioners. The CULT Committee held
joint hearings of Commissioner Gabriel (with ITRE) and Vice-President Schinas (with LIBE) and was involved in the
evaluation, as an associated committee, of Commissioner Breton. I would like to congratulate all three on their
appointment to the Commission and promise that, in the CULT Committee, they will have a constructive and engaged
counterpart. I am also delighted to report that the title of Commissioner Gabriel now reflects, quite properly, the fact that
she is responsible for education, culture and research. I would like to thank all of you who work so hard in the education
and culture field for making the case for the change in title. This is testament to the fact that we listen to you and that, in
turn, the new Commission President, Ms Von der Leyen, is listening to us.
 
2020 promises to be an equally busy year. We will continue negotiations with the Council on Erasmus+, Creative Europe
and the European Solidarity Corps. We will also be getting to grips with artificial intelligence, greening measures in the
CULT programmes and the legacy of the successful European Year of Cultural Heritage, and we have more legislative
work ahead of us with the European Institute of Innovation and Technology.
 
In the meantime, though, I would like to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Have a restful,
enjoyable break with your family and loved ones and we look forward to seeing you in 2020.
 
Sabine Verheyen
Chair, Committee on Culture and Education
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European Capitals of Culture:
Impacts, Challenges and Prospects
 
The main objective of the public hearing was to look back
in order to highlight lessons and provide recommendations
based on the experience of the experts directly involved in
the preparation of the bid, the evaluation of the bids and in
the implementation/managing of previous European
Capitals of Culture.
 
Therefore, the experts were asked to prepare their
presentations based on their experience as project
managers and as Members of the European Capital Expert
Panel nominated by the European Parliament.
 
The European Capital of Culture (ECoC) is a European
Union action to safeguard and promote the diversity of
cultures in Europe, highlight the common features they
share and foster the contribution of culture to the long-term
development of cities. It consists of a title awarded each
year (since 1985) to at least two cities in different EU
Member States, who are selected through a two-stage
open application process in each country. The designated cities implement a year-long cultural programme with a European
dimension and involving local citizens.
 
The aim of the ECoC process is to encourage urban regeneration in order to change the city's image and foster culture driven
development. The focus is on culture in a broad sense. The European Capitals of Culture also seek to provide a lasting effect
in the host cities.
 
Over the years, the European Capitals of Culture have highlighted the richness of cultures in Europe, allowing European
citizens to share celebrations of their diversity, to develop a sense of belonging to a common cultural area and to show off the
local places, customs, and events that they take pride in.
 
Questions from the Members were mainly about recommendations for future would-be Capitals of Culture, funding of the
scheme, involvement of citizens, political commitment and follow-up.
 
Members and experts agreed on the need to enlarge the selection criteria to include the environmental dimension. 
 
Invited experts:

A clue-alphabet for European Capitals of Culture” - former Artistic Director at the Donostia /Xabier Fidel PAYA RUIZ, 
San Sebastian 2016 European Capital of Culture Foundation

“Pilsen 2015 - long term impacts” - , former CEO at Pilsen European Capital of Culture 2015Jií SUCHÁNEK
“Perspectives of paradigm shifts - European Capital of Culture Pécs 2010, ten years after” - , formerTamás SZALAY

Head of Pécs 2010 Cultural Association
"Force Majeure. Riga 2014” - former Artistic Director of the Programme of European Capital of Culture RigaDiana CIVLE, 

2014
“Matera 2019 - open future, together”- Development and relations Manager / European Capital ofRossella TARANTINO, 

Culture Matera 2019
  “How to better use the full potential of European Capitals of Culture!”- and Sylvia AMANN Agnieszka WLAZEL,

Members of the European Capital of Culture Expert Panel
 “The first 34 years of the European Capital of Culture Programme (1985-2019): Success strategies and long-term effects”

- , Member of the European Capital of Culture Expert PanelBeatriz GARCIA
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European Institute of Innovation and
 Technology

Exchange of views with the Commission

Deputy Director-General for Education, Youth, Sport and
Culture (DG EAC), Viviane Hoffman, presented the
legislative package on the EIT published by the Commission
last July, consisting of a proposal for a Regulation on the EIT
(Recast) and a proposal for a Decision on a Strategic
Innovation Agenda (SIA) for 2021-2027. First she spoke
about the overall mission of the EIT, which was established
in 2008 to boost sustainable economic growth and
competitiveness in Europe by reinforcing the innovation
capacity of the Member States and the Union. She then
highlighted the main objectives of the Commission’s
proposals, namely to support the EIT‘s Knowledge and
Innovation Communities (KICs) in order to strengthen
sustainable innovation ecosystems, to foster innovation and
entrepreneurship through better education, and to promote
innovative services and products which could bring new
solutions to global challenges. Whilst the recast proposal is
time-neutral, the proposal on SIA sets out the strategy and
priorities for the EIT for the period 2021-2027, and will need
to be updated every seven years. 

European Institute of Innovation and
 Technology

Exchange of views with the Commission

One of the priorities of the SIA is to set up a new KIC on
Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) considering their great
potential for the Union economy. Moreover, the proposed
SIA aims to increase the regional outreach of the EIT in
order to address regional disparities in innovation capacity
across the Union.

In the subsequent debate, many MEPs welcomed the setting
up of a new KIC on CCI, as well as the improvements of the
regional outreach of the EIT. However, an overall concern
for MEPs was the importance of securing the overall budget
of the EIT, as well as the financial sustainability of the KICs,
whilst guaranteeing sufficient funding for the new KIC on
CCI. Several MEPs also stressed the importance of
respecting subsidiarity when addressing specific educational
aspects of the proposals.

The next committee meeting: 20-21 January 2020

Useful links

CULT Committee website
Meeting documents
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